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GYPSY MOTH COMING

If you have not heard this already, hang onto your hat.
You are in for a dose of sobering news. Consider these facts:

. The GYPSY MOTH will eat every form of vegetation, starting
with oak trees

. The GYPSY MOTH can kill your favourite pine tree in a
single season

. The GYPSY MOTH can kill an oak or maple in three years

. The GYPSY MOTH can strip the vegetation from your
cottage lot, from our shoreline, eating all the foliage
It can smell bad, and create unsightly messes caused by
the dead and dying larvae (caterpillars)
It could make Otty Lake virtually unlivable for weeks at
a time, for all but the hardiest

. It could severely damage property values

. It could create severe pollution, as the trees die and
let go their job of holding the shoreline soil in place

. The GYPSY MOTH is on the way.

IF all this sounds a bit alarming, it is not without good reason.
While we ahve been blissfully occupied with our other concerns,
the GYPSY MOTH has been chewing its way across Ontario,

sometimes leapfrogging across vast tracts of land but mostly
travelling into Eastern Ontario from places farther West.

Signs of this devastation could be seen last summer near

Madoc and Kaladar, and it has already struck at Farren Lake,
south of Maberly. Egg masses have been found near Westport,

and some Otty Lake residents believe that we may already

have some forerunners.

The GYPSY MOTH Larvae bear some resemblance to the common
tent caterpillar but are larger, feed for twice as long, are
more prolific, will eat anything green and seem to have few
natrural enemies. So they have not yet come into balance
with the environmentas do other pests. They are much more
destructive and unpleasant than most insects we encounter.
Preferred woods are oak, birch and poplar but when hungry
they will eat almost anything. Hardwoods may recover from

a severe attack, but an evergreen such as pine will usually
die after defoliation.

There are no completely satisfactory controls available.

For large areas, aerial spraying with either Carbaryl (Sevin)

ot Bt is recommended. The chemical Sevin is more effective

but the Bt, being a rather specific bacterial pathogen for

the worms, has some environmental advantages. Spraying costs
about $25. per acre and should be done twice during the hatching
period inMay/June. Spraying will probably have to be

repeated annually, but this is not yet clear.
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4Z: T IS TES BX-CUTIV® DOIXG ABOUT GYPSY MOTE 7

We nave established contact with the hinistry of Xctural
Resources, with the two Townships, and with some of the
ytper l:kes in sur area. «e have attend=d briefings bty
L3R, znd have found that the .~inistry takes the situzsticn
vary seriously znd is advising us to prepare to tzke
sotiocn. «e have been gathering facts; -nd art Tastnam,
sur hard-working Vice-President, is acting as interin
lezder of - committee to obtain ss mzny fscts as dnssiktle.

With this letter we zre beginning the process of ensuring
that all of the residents of Otty Lzke are made awzsre of the
proolem, s> that we may act correctly and with the supzore
5f the membership, when the time comes for =2ction.
de have found that MIR is convinced that soraying will be
necessary. Naturally, we hope that iLliZ may also be &ble
to assist with the costs.

JHAT CAN AN INDIVIDUAL SROPERTY OWIER DO 7%

TIR3T, WE CiN ask ourselves what our property is worth t2 us.
Zow much zm I will to pay, in en =ffort to prevent itis
destruction by these insects? Would I pay $20. to sprzy it~
Would I pay +200.7

3TCOHD, W3 Cali ask ourselves if we have zany hzng-ups about
the use o zerizl sprzys, if that should be what 1t takas
to praotect our lzke. #ould I zgree to the use 2f tke

- .

chemical Carbaryl 7 or the use of “zcillus thuringiensis
(Betr) 2

4= AN inform ourselves zbout the problem. Lesrn €2 recogniz
the moths and the egg m=sses. ~nclosed 1s a Department of tk

“hvirsnment Sict sheet. There was a good zrticle in the
Jecember 1985 issue of Earrowsmith magazine.

FOR SINGLZ, orn:zmental trees at low levels we c&n SDrzy
with Sevin. Tor larger tr=es we czn try the burlao method -
wrasping ourlsp around a trs=e trunk t£2> trcp the young larvs
=5 trev come down the trees to esczpe the heat =zt wmid-day.
Sut this method resjuires daily attention.

v

.2 CAN look for sgg masses, which apoear in late suwer,
~n the undersides »f cars, in woodpiles, and on tonls,

znd destroy them at once ty crushing, dropping into
ysrasene or nst soapy water or brushing or sorzying witnk &

disinfsctant such ss Pinesol.

.= Sall ezll Art Tastham or other memter of the Executive
end offer t9 serve on the commiiiese; wWe can make ohone 2=z1ls
and help distridbute literature.



EJW ¥JCE TIME D) WE EAVE 2

all of our p anning and activity is ~4sed an the =zssumption
thzt the main wave of moths sy hit us in Hsy of 1027, Tut
it could hzdpen sooner. Ihere are no guarzntees Or firm
sronises that either we or XiR can meke sbout the tire af

the moin attzck or the effsctiveness of soray Drograms.

If control is t2 be effectad by sprey, it must Le done in
¥ay and Junej z=nd there is 2 passibil ty that tke sdrey
would be n=eded this year. . will be =dvising us.

Time is limited, including the time avzil:ble for detrate
and reflsction. oo your -xecutive feels that we ~sed

a2 1easure o° everyone's commitment now.

de therefore ask you to send us this coupon now. If you
n>ed more informetion, call one of your Ixecutive or vaur
Lrea COounsellor. or contsct Hatursal Zesources. &S zerizl
spraying, if that should be noceaSary, can not be done
unless large groups of properties agreed to 2= prieyed

we are hoping for & large mandate in advance Pleasn

do not delay. We need t> krow now if you suowor* these
ontions

If you zgree, please complete this form and ~»ail it to:
l.r. arthur “astham, Trag surer, JOtty Lzke Associztion
24% Crestview Road, Ottawa. X1H 5G

————— i ———— e b S s D | S . 4w5, iy W W S S S ! T ! s e e de_SSLE. <9250, S

v=3, I wish t» be included in the tty Lzke ze
sgram if one is conducted. I would zgrees to

Szrozryl (3evin) chemicél..sceevvceccnnne
2 .t.(Sseillus thuringiensis)ececeecesssne

Turther, I pledge to contribute, if 1t shoulé te n~eded,
the sum of

G-o.'c VSCCO“O' ‘1';1(:CIQI... Dtherinoooo

Jtty Like Concessioneeeecsss Lot NOsesorio
vt issue, probably in r2y, we will sunp
o " -

» oy
pout the Cyisy loth, znd =zbout
items 2f interest.



YOUR =X=CUTIVE FOR 1935-26 is:
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afnA 1 Tob shigelark 239 5215 4 Zzurs Hzl 257 57C3
John aitken 521 85L3 ;rry Zoyce 2487 =133
257 57435 srx Jright 257 5179
2 3tan litchell 267 6333 7 Tuvid Soles 267 °“3:9
3 2zul Fleming 431 7758 Tor.
Tom Toulkes ~20 7956 » 2 uth Zemsley232 L7uC
4 T“ernice «denless 267 2037
247 L69C Cath,evid
5 21iff Stark 235 1741 zhoney
247 6897 g Jusan code 2 2E25
Z 1339

Otty Lake good neighbours



